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THE REARRANGEMENT OF BCL-2 GENE IN CHINESE 
CASES OF FOLLICULAR LYMPHOMA 

w Chen, Siu-huie Lin, Jin-Hwang Liu. - . 
Sect. Med. Oncology, Dept. Medicine Veteran 
General Hospital Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C. 

According to data collected over the 
past 5 years in our hospital, the incidence 
of follicular lymphoma is very low, accoun- 
ting for only 7.5%(16/220) of all NHL cases. 
Using probes for the breakpoint cluster 
region of bcl-2 gene, genomic DNAs from B 
cell lymphoma of 16 patients were analyzed. 
Eight of 16 cases (50%) with follicular 
lymphoma showed bcl-2 gene rearrangement. 
Seven cases with bcl-2 rearrangement had 
the breakpoints located within the mbr 
region: the remaining one within the mcr 
region. Restrictive DNA fragments of bcl-2 
were found to comigrate with JH genes in 
all the follicular lymphoma which had bcl-2 
rearrangement located with mbr. Our data 
showed that in spite of the lower incidence 
of follicular lymphoma in Chinese, the inci- 
dence of bcl-2 gene involvement in follicu- 
lar lymphoma was higher than those in the 
reports of Japan and Hong Kong. 
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CHOP IN THE UNtTED KINGDOM: A SURVEY 
OF DOSE-INTENSITY 

DepsRment of Radiotherapy, St Sartholomew’r Hospital, LONDON 
UK 

CHOP fCvcloohosohamids 750mplm’dav 1: Adrismvcin SOmalm’dav 
1; Vine&i& 1 &g/m’ day 1 ;-Pmdni;ol& lOOkg/m’ d&s 1-g 
cvcle lenglh 21 days) has mcendy m-amerged as acceptable standard 
therapy for patients with aggressive non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. We 
surveyed 35 UK oncology contra and found 22 different CHOP 
regimsns in use. 6 wmms used >l mgiman; ona cantm used 4 
different regimens. Average relative dose-intensby (ARDI) varied from 
0.80 to 1.53. median 1 .OO. Adriamvcin RDI was bimodsllv distributed: 
0.75, corresponding to a day 1 +lJ &men. and 1 .O lrU&d CHOP): 
Similarly the Viiritti~ RDI was 1.5 Iday 1 + 8 regimsn) or 1 .O lday 
1 reoimenl. Cvclophasphamids RDI varied mom but most regimen8 
h.d RDI of ahher 1.5 Ids”, +Sl or 1.0 idav 11. Thaw w.s marked 
heterogtmeity in pndnl;ol,k dosage: Rdl 0:2 & 2.4: nwdiin 0.6. It 
is disccecerthg to diicpver such wide variations in what should be a 
standard ngimsn. 25% of protwolt have ARDI < -0.92; 75% of 
protocols have pmdnirploin RDI < -0.6. The dsv 1 + 5 regimen has 
a lowar l driamvcin RDI than standard CHOP but the RDl’r for 
cvdophosphamida and vincristine m higher - this may impair efficacy 
and increase toxicity. CHOP as usad in maw UK centms differs 
significantly from standard CHOP as used in recent randomized trials. 
This has implications for the spplicabilii of these winl results to UK 
practice: pruned CHOP will pruna survival. 
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GRSTRO- cuDD(RL LYMPHOMA - AIDS RELATED 

P.Venezia,R. Colella, MV. Pitzalis, G. Angarano,' 

L. Monno', S. Coppola', 0. Brindicci". 

Departments of Semeiotica Chirurgica, Malattie In- 
fettive' and Radiology" Bari University, Italy. 

The incidence of Gastro-duodenal malignant Non-Hodgkin's 
Lymphomas (NHL) - related to HIV infection in Puglia has 
been established in our study about 3.6% (from November 1985 
273 cases of AIDS were diagnosed). The gastric lesions may 
cause significant bleeding but are less likely the obstruc- 
tion. Imaging studies available for evaluation of suspected 
lesions included barium contrast studies, endoscopic with 
biopsy, abdominal ultrasonography, computed tomography. scan 
ning and magnetic resonance Imaglng. The luminal lesions may 
have chaacteristicappearances suggesting malignancy, however 
tissue easily biopsled with standard endoscopic forceps is 
required. Endoscoptc biopsies have been usually positive, 
even though the neoplastic tissue has be predominantly sub- 
mucosal. A total gastrectomy whas not performed in all cases. 
Adiuvant chemiotherapy was offered. The natural history of 
NHL in our series shows a close association with AIDS and 
the Epstein-Barr vtrus infection has been implicated in the 
pathogenesis. 

jvee dmllu to the -patknte treated with 2 mod&y k&meat (awg&iT In 9 p&tents 
And XRT+cbrmo In 4 ~tkntr1 d to the S ~tknb trmted ritb XRT hne. Gender. 

Pi.Nuc,#.Baranowski,R.Bracskowski,E.Kowakowska 
5th Department of Internal Diseases Medical. 
School of Silesia ,Bytom Poland 

In BUT study recombinant human Tumor Necrow 
sis Factor alpha(rh!CKF)was administred to 17 
patients with nHL (stadium IIIB,IVA,B)who de- 
veloped aresistance on standard chemotherapyd 
!Eherapy consisted of SO-minute intravenous ini 
fusian for 5 consecutive days every 2 weeks. 
!Chis cycles was repeated23 times.Dail$ doses (If 
rh!CRF ranged from 25ug)m to 200 ug)m . 
Rigors,fever,nausea,vomiting,headache .were ob 
served in 93%,80%,62%,48%,and 23% respective1 
All toxicities were reversible within 12 hour il 
No majo,r changes in liver or renal function, 
coagulation or blood lipids were observed. 
!Pherapetic findFngs:.ane patient fulfilled the 
traditional criteria for a objective regres- 
sion(ZOQ days).spatients had a stable course 
of this disease overage during 4,5 months. 6 
subjects developed not significant remissian. 
Only five of treated persons have progress in 

e of d;isease*TNF seems to .be effectiv&&$L 


